Comparing first and subsequent suprapubic catheter change: complications and costs.
Urologic and continence nursing advanced significantly during the 1990s. Today's health care environment emphasizes careful rationalizing of hospital-based resources. This trend is more or less responsible for the demise of medically managed suprapubic catheter (SPC) change. The results of this study indicate that first change of SPC, performed in the patient's home or outpatient clinic by appropriately skilled registered nurses, is a cost-effective practice with no increased risk of complication to the patient.